Excerpt from B.C. , (A Woman Stenographer(s Plea for Her Rights,( Phonographic World 7 (August 1892): 501-502

 If I may be allowed the privilege, I should like very much to put up my humble defense of that much maligned, much sat-upon specimen of womanhood - the woman stenographer and type-writer, or type-writer, as she is always called; for not withstanding the fact that she may be as fine a stenographer as any man, she is never called anything but (type-writer.( The appellation of (stenographers” is bestowed upon lucky man and we have to content ourselves with being called (typewriters.(....

And there is another thing that I would like to say in defense of the woman stenographers.  It is this: In spite of the general impression to the contrary, woman stenographers do not as a rule, enter business offices, court-rooms, or any other public place, in order to court notoriety or (as so many, many lords of creation seem to think to get married.  If they (the men) could only believe it, there are, occasionally, some women who do not care about getting married, and there are some women who are just as much interested in making a name (sic) for themselves  as any man ever was.

And I should like to know why they should want to get married, for in the majority of cases the woman who is accused of this fearful design makes twice as much as the average man, and could buy and sell him several times over...

...And it is also hard that a woman who has five times the education, and every bit as much refinement as the average cultivated woman who does not work, should not meet with the same respect and courtesy with which the latter lady meets. In spite of the oft-repeated mention that working-women are as much respected as non-working women are, I firmly believe that a woman who stays home and lets her father, brother, cousin or anybody else, support her, is twice as much respected as a woman who makes her own living.

Women, who make their own living do not always do it from choice.  There are many women who are utterly miserable all the time that they are in public places, because they feel out of place, but they do not tell it to everyone they see...they are obliged to make their living or be supported by an already overburdened father or brother...

It is a little bit hard on a woman that she can(t try to make her own living, and it may be, to support her aged father and other, or her little sisters and brothers, without all this criticism.  It is a burning shame, that in this so-called free and enlightened country, a woman cannot be independent without being talked about, no matter how modest and womanly she may be.  It seems very strange to me that the Americans should talk about sending missionaries to the barbarous and woman-oppressing East, in order that the women of those countries may have some relief, when it is every bit as much oppression to women here...as the bondage of an Eastern woman is to her.  And I think it is harder on us, for we know better, and in the case of the Oriental woman there is no ambition, no desire to be anything. I think that this superfluous energy of these reformers should be exerted on their own country women. Now, I do not advocate women(s rights, for I do not believe in them.  All that I want is for a woman to be allowed to make her living without being talked about it... I would not vote if I could, for it does not pay men to be politicians, sometimes, and it would never pay a woman to go into politics..

They would make a very great mistake if they would go into that kind of thing because they would not be able to run the government any more than they could fly.  Of course, they have brains enough..but they have too much tongue and too much temper entirely to succeed as politicians.  At least, this is my opinion, and, being a woman myself, I ought to know something about it. 

No, for myself, I don(t want any woman(s rights; I don(t want to vote; I don(t want to control the government and have the husbands left at home to mind the babies; but I do want, so much the right for women to work and make their own living without being talked about as if they were doing wrong.  I do want that time to come when a woman may have as much chance as a man to make a name in her own quiet way, and above all, I want the great and glorious right to be a (Stenographer( when I am one, and proud to be one and not have to put up with being called a TYPE-WRITER.

B.C.  Lancaster, South Carolina, July 4, 1892

1.  What shows that this woman believes in independence?

2. What does she want?

3.  What shows this woman as more traditional, that is a true woman?

4.  What does she think of Asian women?  How does she use them to bolster her self-image? 

5. What does she mean by independence?
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