
  

   

Detroit Is No Dry Bones: The Eternal City of the Industrial Age 
Camilo José Vergara 
https://www.press.umich.edu/9266258/detroit_is_no_dry_bones 
University of Michigan Press, 2016 

CONTENTS 

1 INTRODUCTION 

9 CAMILO VERGARA’S  DETROIT 
by Robert Fishman 

27 GAME CHANGERS 
33 American Acropolis: The End of an Idea 

61 URBAN FABRIC 
61 Traces of Past Grandeur 

73 Neighborhood Landmarks 

79 This Is No Rome: Ruins and  

Desolate Cityscapes 

113 New Life for Former Banks 

118 To Reach the Lost: Churches Where Everybody 

Is Somebody 

IV 

DetroitIsNoDryBones_CamiloJoseVergara.indb 4 

133 SPIRITS OF MOTOR CITY: 
FOLK SIGNS AND MURALS 

135 In Detroit, Jesus Is the Only Star 

142 Business-Oriented Signs 

156 Celebrating Black Heroes and Heroines 

163 “It Has Nothing to Do with Race”: Snow White,  

Snow Green, Snow Brown 

166 “Gone but Not Forgotten”: Memorials 

171 “You All Came Here and Just Marked Up Our 

Entire City” 

181 Brightmoor: The Search for a Bucolic Utopia  

by the Rouge River 

189 African American Artists: History,  

Remembrance, Turf 

7/25/16 5:33 PM 

https://www.press.umich.edu/9266258/detroit_is_no_dry_bones


  

 

Detroit Is No Dry Bones: The Eternal City of the Industrial Age 
Camilo José Vergara 
https://www.press.umich.edu/9266258/detroit_is_no_dry_bones 
University of Michigan Press, 2016 

205 PERSISTENT BLIGHT, CONCENTRATED: 
AN ABBREVIATED STREET GUIDE 

210 Inner-City Billboards 

214 Extinguished Neon Signs 

218 Street Vendors 

224 Doing Business Behind Plexiglass 

237 Oases Amidst Desolation:  

Detroit’s New Architecture 

251 “Farm City”: Replacing Blight with Beauty 

256 Detroiters 

268 “In the Ghettohood”: Things Get Better Slowly 

281 CONCLUSION 
281 Detroit’s Evolving Ruins 

293 Giving Back to the Community 

294 No Dry Bones 

297 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Hazen S. Pingree (1841–1901), “The Idol of the People,” elected Mayor of Detroit  

four times. Grand Circus Park, Woodward Ave., Detroit, 1995 

V 

DetroitIsNoDryBones_CamiloJoseVergara.indb 5 7/25/16 5:33 PM 




