
Preface

The ‹rst spark of recognition that we were engaged in similar quests to

puzzle out the ongoing relevance of “race” in the wake of Nazi defeat and

postwar democratization came in an elevator on the campus of the Uni-

versity of Illinois in the fall of 2003. Two of us, Rita and Heide, had just

become acquainted at the Midwest German History Workshop and, in dis-

cussing our current research interests, realized we shared compatible as-

sessments—and frustrations—regarding the historiography of the postwar

period and the absence of attention to issues of “race.” Over the next few

years, while completing our individual projects, we began collaborating

and recruited our coauthors, Atina Grossmann and Geoff Eley, for a panel

on the subject at the German Studies Association in 2004. Their expertise

has substantially broadened and deepened the comparative analysis we

agree is so sorely needed for exploring connections between notions of

“difference” and practices of democracy in the postwar German and Eu-

ropean context and has greatly enriched our collective understanding.

What has emerged from our ongoing collaboration is a rather odd

species of book. It is neither a synthetic narrative of the evolution of

“race” after 1945 nor an edited collection that presents the full range of

topics, and historians, this theme could encompass. Rather, it offers a brief

critical analysis of certain key debates and developments in German and

European history since 1945. Each of us has authored a separate chapter,

connected to our expertise and research interests; the introduction and

chapter 4 are coauthored. Taken together, the essays aspire to make a spir-

ited historiographical intervention on behalf of establishing the continued

salience of notions and practices of “race” both for the post-1945 period

and for contemporary German and European society more generally. The

introduction lays out the theoretical and historiographical ambitions of

our collaboration in more detail.

This volume has been several years in the making and has bene‹ted
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from the generous support of various institutions and individuals. We ac-

knowledge the University of Michigan’s Department of History, Depart-

ment of German Studies, Institute for the Humanities, and in particular,

Center for European Studies, which provided the funds and support for a

daylong workshop in February 2006. This event served as a forum for the

four of us to present our chapters publicly and was instrumental in helping

us tighten our arguments, both in individual chapters and in the volume as

a whole. We wish to thank Charlie Bright, Kathleen Canning, Matthew

Countryman, Shirli Gilbert, Kali Israel, Kader Konuk, Damani Partridge,

Roberta Pergher, and Geneviève Zubrzycki for their contributions to the

workshop, as well as other Michigan colleagues and graduate students

whose energetic participation from the audience went a long way to mak-

ing the event such a rich intellectual experience. The authors would also

like to thank Claudia Koonz for her helpful comments early in the project,

and more recently Frank Biess and an anonymous reader for the Press for

the useful criticisms and thought-provoking questions they offered on the

manuscript as a whole. 

In addition, Rita Chin and Heide Fehrenbach are grateful to the

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and the John Simon

Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, respectively, for the fellowships dur-

ing the 2007–2008 academic year that allowed them to complete this book

project and begin work on others. They also acknowledge Robert Moeller

and Uta Poiger for helpful criticisms and comments on the Introduction.

Rita Chin thanks Kathleen Canning, Jay Cook, Alex Stern, and the mem-

bers of the German Women’s History Group in New York for reading and

providing incisive critiques of Chapter 3. Geoff Eley is especially grateful

to Mica Nava and David Feldman, who at the ‹nal stage of writing Chap-

ter 5, challenged him to clarify his arguments. For similar intellectual help,

he is also indebted to innumerable friends and colleagues, but especially

Charlie Bright, Kathleen Canning, Joshua Cole, Jessica Dubow, Paul

Kramer, Gina Morantz-Sanchez, Sonya Rose, Bill Schwarz, Todd Shep-

ard, Miriam Ticktin, and Geneviève Zubrzycki.
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