
A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

The problem with acknowledgments is that there is always someone left
out who feels that they should have been included. To that someone I
apologize. My thanks go to all of the men and women of state, federal,
and local law enforcement who agreed to share their stories, observa-
tions, and hard-won knowledge with me. I am especially grateful to
those who gave me key documents about their cases. This is invaluable
grist for any writer’s mill. Unfortunately, there were many more stories
than I had room to tell in this book, so some people whose insights were
valuable are not mentioned by name.

Angela Bell of the FBI’s Of‹ce of Public Affairs was a blessing, a
cheerful and knowledgeable guide whose response to my queries was
never no but always “Let me see what I can do.” Among the people I
write about in this book, four merit special thanks: FBI agent Bob Clif-
ford; former assistant U.S. attorney Bruce Riordan; Kevin Carwile,
chief of the U.S. Department of Justice’s Gang Squad; and Sgt. Richard
Valdemar, retired from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department.
Each helped me or sent me off in an especially valuable direction at one
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or another critical juncture in my research. There are a few others
whose names must remain unwritten for reasons of discretion or per-
sonal safety. I am also grateful to Roseanna Ander of the Joyce Foun-
dation, who suggested that I submit the proposal for this book to the
University of Michigan Press, and I thank Jim Reische, who read the
proposal, encouraged me, and offered invaluable advice on ways to
make it better.

It goes almost—but not quite—without saying that this book would
not have been possible without the tolerance and encouragement of my
wife and my family. They are getting back a dining room. 
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