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Word Form Chart

NOUN VERB ADJECTIVE

acceptance accept acceptable
accepted

application apply applicable

applicant X

attempt attempt

college collegiate

completion complete complete
completed

dormitory (dorm)

elementary school

graduation graduate graduate
graduate £

high school

roommate X

Definitions and Examples

1. elementary school [the first six years of school]

Children begin elementary school at age five, six, or seven.
Most children learn to read and write in elementary school.

A: Where did you go to elementary school?
B: In California.

A: Which elementary school did you go to?
B: I went to Washington Elementary School.


http://press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=7978

Words for Students of English, Vol. 1

A Vocabulary Series for ESL

Holly Deemer Rogerson, Betsy Davis, Suzanne T. Hershelman, and Carol Jasnow
http:4)ress.umich.edu/titIeDetaiIDesc.do?id:7978

Unit 1

The Emversty oI Press, 2010

2. high school [the school before university|

The students in high school are thirteen to eighteen years old.

A: Which high school did you go to?
B: Martin Luther King High School.

graduate (from) [to finish a school]
Students graduate when they finish high school.

A: When did you graduate from the university?
B: Last year.

college [the first four years of university|
Some students go to college after they graduate from high school.

A: Are you going to go to college?
B: Yes. I'll start in September.

complete [to finish]

Some students go to college after they complete high school.
I try to complete my homework every night.

apply (to) (for) [to ask to enter]

Students apply to colleges.
People apply for jobs.

A: How many colleges are you applying to?
B: Five.

accept [to permit to enter|
Colleges accept good students.

A: Did that college accept you?
B: Yes. I received an acceptance letter last week.

dormitory [a building where students live]
Colleges usually have dormitories for students.

A: Do you live in the dorm?
B: No. I live with my family.

roommate [a person you live with)]
Students often have roommates in dormitories.

A: Do you have a roommate?
B: Yes. I have two.
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10. attempt (to) [to try]

Students attempt to enter good colleges.
Colleges attempt to get the best students.

Introductory Exercises

A. Match each word with its definition.

— 1. the school after high school a. accept
— 2. to ask to enter 2 :ftl:‘eli ot
— 3. a school for young children d college
4. a person you live with t;- cClol:llp_lete

: . dormitory
— 5. to finish a school o eleraetisy sehoal
— 6. to try h gaduate
__ 7. a place where students live i. high school

j. roommate

— 8. to finish something

B. Answer each question with a word from the word form chart in
this unit.

. Where do some students live?

. What school is for young children?

What school is before college?

What do you do when you finish a school?

Who do some students live with?

What are the first four years of university called?

What do colleges do to good applicants?

What do students do when they want to enter a college?

PNAG R WP

Study Exercises

C. Write T if the sentence is true and F if it is false.

— 1. Nine-year-old children go to elementary school.
— 2. All college students live in dormitories.

— 3. A roommate is a person you live with.

4. Most elementary schools have dormitories.
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5. You apply to a school if you want to go to that school.
6. Colleges accept good students.

____ 7. Many fifteen-year-olds go to colleges.

____ 8. Many students graduate from college at age 22 or 23.
— 9. Colleges attempt to accept bad students.

D. In the blanks, write the appropriate word(s) from the word form chart
in this unit.

1. When I went to college, I lived in a room in the

2. After four years in college, she -ed .

3. He was a good student and the college -ed him.

4. When you want to go a college, you to that
college.

5. The person you live with in a dorm is your

6. A school for young children is an school.

E. Write the words in each group in correct time order.

Group 1: high school, elementary school, college

Group 2: graduate from college, be accepted at college, apply to college
1.
2
3

F. Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

In some countries, high school students can apply to
only one college or university. If a student wants to go to a
college, he applies to that college during his last year in high
school. If the student is not accepted at that college, he must
5 wait until the next year to apply again. Then he can apply
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again to the same college or to one other college or
university.
In the United States high school students can apply to
more than one college or university. Students in their last
10 year of high school apply to five, six, or even twenty colleges.
However, each application costs money and most students
only apply to two to five schools. There are many colleges
and universities in the United States. The best schools accept
only very good students, but some schools accept most of the
15 applicants.

1. When do students in many countries apply to college?

2. How many colleges can a student attempt to enter in one year in the

United States? In some other countries?

3. Why do most American students not apply to twenty colleges?

4. Which American colleges accept only very good students?

5. In some countries, if one college does not accept a student, how long

must he wait to apply to another college?

Follow-up

G. Dictation: Write the sentences that your teacher reads aloud.

1
2
3.
4
5
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H. Answer the following questions about your country.

1. At what age do students graduate from college?

2. Where do college students live?

3. How many colleges can a student apply to?

4. When do children start elementary school?

5. How many students apply to the best university?

6. At what time of the year is high school graduation?

7. Of 100 high school students, how many attempt to enter college? How
many are accepted?

I.  Tell a story about the following situation. What will happen?

John is a senior in high school, and he is a good student . . .
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