
Acknowledgments

An important theme in this book is the role of community in developing

a disability consciousness. Many members of the Disability and Deaf

communities have helped me locate disability, both in my own work and

in the cultural forms that I study in these pages. No one has been more in-

strumental in this regard than Rosemarie Garland Thomson, to whom the

book is dedicated. She ‹rst introduced me to disability studies and en-

abled much of my participation in the ‹eld. As many disability scholars

will testify, Rosemarie has been instrumental in weaving the various

strands of critical gender studies, cultural studies, critical race theory, and

disability studies into a coherent ‹eld of inquiry whose legacy can be seen

in emergent interdisciplinary programs throughout the United States and

in an increased consciousness about disability rights in general.

I also want to extend my thanks to Carol Padden, whose advice on

matters of deafness and Deaf culture have been of enormous help on a

personal and institutional level. Her support as a friend and colleague has

helped me see how disability and academic life are not mutually exclusive

terms but can be (f)used to make the university a more inclusive space for

students and faculty alike.

Other friends in disability studies have contributed generous research

and editorial help to parts of this book. For this aid I am especially grate-

ful to Dirksen Bauman, Michael Bérubé, Brenda Brueggemann, Lisa

Cartwright, James Charlton, Peter Cook, Lennard Davis, Terry Galloway,

Joseph Grigely, Mark Jeffries, Georgina Kleege, Ryan Knighton, Chris

Krentz, Cathy Kudlick, Simi Linton, Paul Longmore, Robert McRuer,

David Mitchell, Carrie Sandahl, Susan Schweik, David Serlin, Tobin

Siebers, Martha Stoddard-Holmes, and Aaron Williamson. I am also

grateful to friends and colleagues who advised me on speci‹c issues, espe-

Concerto for the Left Hand: Disability and the Defamiliar Body 
Michael Davidson 
http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=286540 
The University of Michigan Press



cially Darwin Berg, Bob Cancel, Jim Clifford, Norma Cole, Ann DuCille,

Ben Friedlander, Bob Gluck, Judith Halberstam, Lyn Hejinian, Aleck

Karis, Susan Kirkpatrick, Bob Grenier, Peggy Lott, Lisa Lowe, Peter Mid-

dleton, Donald Moore, David Perlmutter, Michael Palmer, Joseph Roach,

Nayan Shah, and Winnie Woodhull. It is dif‹cult to know how much of

this book was formed through conversations with my students at UCSD,

but I want especially to acknowledge the contributions of Neel Ahuja,

Scott Boehm, Jessica Cole, Jesse Dubler, Corrine Fitzpatrick, Jim Hartnett,

Jenna Lahmann, Bill Mohr, and Liberty Smith.

Versions of these chapters were presented in several public venues,

and I would like to acknowledge the help of these forums in generating

various aspects of this book: The Academic Senate Distinguished Lecture

Series at the University of California, San Diego for nominating me as its

2002–3 Faculty Research Lecturer, for which I presented a version of

Chapter 7,“Universal Design”; Tim Powell, for his ASA panel,“Beyond the

Binary”; Nicole Markotic for her role in coordinating a conference on dis-

ability studies at the University of Calgary; Dirksen Bauman, for inviting

me to participate in Gallaudet University’s “Revolutions in Sign Language

Studies” conference; Henry Abelove and the Wesleyan University Human-

ities Center; Steve McCaffery of the Poetics program at SUNY Buffalo; To-

bin Siebers and the Global Ethnic Studies Seminar at the University of

Michigan; the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at CUNY for their pro-

gram on “Claiming Disability: New Work at the Intersection of LGTBQ

and Disability Studies”; Kathleen Woodward and Chandan Reddy and the

Center for Humanities at the University of Washington, Eniko Bolobas

and the faculty at the Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Piliscsaba, Hun-

gary; Abigail Lang of Université de Paris, VII; Katherine Sherwood, Beth

Dungan, and Georgina Kleege for their conference at the University of

California, Berkeley Art Museum “Blind at the Museum”; Burt Hatlen and

the National Poetry Foundation and the 1960s conference at the Univer-

sity of Maine, Orono.

Several versions of these chapters ‹rst appeared as journal articles.

One section of the introduction appeared in PMLA as part of its publica-

tion of the proceedings of the MLA sponsored conference, “Disability

Studies and the University” at Emory University in 2004; Chapter 1 ap-

peared in Beyond the Binary: Reconstructing Cultural Identity in a Multi-

cultural Context (Rutgers U Press); Chapter 2 appeared in a special issue of

viii Acknowledgments

Concerto for the Left Hand: Disability and the Defamiliar Body 
Michael Davidson 
http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=286540 
The University of Michigan Press



GLQ, “Desiring Disability: Queer Theory Meets Disability Studies,” edited

by Robert McRuer and Abby L. Wilkerson; a version of Chapter 3 ap-

peared in Disability Studies: Enabling the Humanities, edited by Sharon L.

Snyder, Brenda Jo Brueggemann, and Rosemarie Garland Thomson;

(Modern Language Association); chapter 5 appeared in Sagetrieb; a con-

densed version of Chapter 7 appeared in The Disability Studies Reader, 2nd

ed., edited by Lennard Davis (Routledge). Thanks are extended to the ed-

itors of these journals and presses for allowing me to reprint versions of

these essays.

I would like to acknowledge the help of Rozenn Quéré and Evgen

Bavcar for granting me permission to print Bavcar’s photographs and to

Benjamin Friedlander and the estate of Larry Eigner for allowing me to

reproduce Eigner’s typescripts. Permission to reprint versions of Ernest

Fenellosa’s Chinese ideograms is granted by City Lights Books.

The University of Michigan Press has been extraordinarily supportive

of this project. I want to thank David Mitchell and Sharon Snyder, editors

of the Corporealities series in which this book appears. I also want to

thank LeAnn Fields, senior editor of the press, who has been a stalwart

throughout the entire period, and to her editorial assistant, Anna Szy-

manski, and Marcia LaBrenz, who have shepherded the book through its

various copyediting and proo‹ng stages.

Finally, I want to thank Lori Chamberlain and our children, Ryder

and Sophie. They are the enablers.

Acknowledgments ix

Concerto for the Left Hand: Disability and the Defamiliar Body 
Michael Davidson 
http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=286540 
The University of Michigan Press

http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailDesc.do?id=286540



