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This book is dedicated to my mother and my father
who gave of themselves, all that they had,
and who taught their children that

a life not led for others is no life at all.

Te amo, te amo.



Preface

This book is the result of several years’ study of Peisistratid tyranny at
Athens. It was prompted not by an interest in tyranny as much as by a de-
sire to know more about the genesis of Athenian democracy. In a short
time, it became clear that fifth-century controversies about the tyranny
had warped the history of the period, distorting its record by revision,
apology, or silence. Thucydides defines the problem to some extent in his
account of the murder of Hipparchos, the son of the tyrant Peisistratos
(6.54—59). Popular memory and accounts of the murder and what it
brought about were at variance with what Thucydides believed and pur-
ported to be the facts about it. Differences and distortions are generally
detectable in relation to the “history” of the tyranny, and it is clear that the
Athenians who remembered or told themselves or others what they did
about it were not above altering facts to obtain apparently desired results.
The record was further affected by the passage of time under these con-
ditions. Source criticism must be the bedrock for establishing what might
be reliable in the record and so the history of the period. A preliminary
work, The Sorrow and the Pity: A Prolegomenon to a History of Athens under
the Peisistratids (1993) took up the problem of sources for the tyranny.
The tyrant Peisistratos did not operate or become tyrant in a political
vacuum. Athens was functioning at least semidemocratically as early as
Solon’s time, and Peisistratos inherited conditions that he could neither
end nor alter fundamentally. The Athenian démos (“the people”) was a
partner in his tyranny, as what little there is of a reliable historical record
attests. Peisistratos and his successors adapted to these circumstances, as
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they and their contemporary competitors had to do.They must court the
demos to keep it. This was a lesson that Kleisthenes, the author of Athe-
nian democracy but also a high official under the tyrants, had learned well
by the end of the sixth century B.C.E. His formulation of Athens’ democ-
racy was surely influenced by these conditions.

In fact, the patterns of political behavior of outstanding early demo-
cratic politicians of Athens are not dissimilar to Peisistratos’. Military lead-
ership and success led first to credibility and then to popularity; wealth
gained thereby or to be gotten was passed on in some form to the démos;
enrichment, in turn, sustained popularity and so political power. This
symbiotic “system” seems to have been in place by Solon’s time; it appears
to have become entrenched by the early fifth century. “Democracy,” in a
form recognizable in the early fifth century B.C.E., was present and work-
ing in Athens before and during the time of the regimes of Peisistratos
and his sons. There was in fact no “day/night” break between tyranny and

¢

democracy at the time of Kleisthenes’“reforms.”

This book is the result of a study of the rise of Peisistratos amid these
conditions. It is a compilation of material about Peisistratos to Palléné
arranged in chronological fashion, as well as an analysis of the political
conditions at Athens at the time (and later) and how Peisistratos fit into
them. It seeks to set the facts as much as possible with a view toward the
limitations of the sources for doing so. I have therefore supplemented
what little remains about the tyranny and the period by introducing con-
text, both immediate and extended, and the possibilities that context en-
ables. In view of the dearth of evidence about this crucial period in
Athens’ development, such supplementation is really the only creditable
means by which to extend information about it and so to better under-
stand not only the rise of the tyrant but also “democratic” tyranny, the
démos’ relation to it, and so the democracy of Athens.



Acknowledgments

"7
LK

This book and its author owe much to many fine people. First of all I
thank Dr. John Camp and Dr. Steven Diamant for their generous help at
a very early stage of things and Ms. Margaret Beck for very kindly shar-
ing with me her excellent, still unpublished study of the topography of
Brauron/Philaidai. Use of that impressive study was invaluable.

Thanks, too, to Dr. Z. Bonias and Dr. D. Malamidou for their help and
Dr. C. Koukouli-Chrysanthaki for the gift of an article offprint concern-
ing the mines of Mt. Pangaion. I owe a substantial debt of gratitude to Dr.
Andronike Makres for supplying information relating to the site of
Dikaia. I am very grateful, too, to Dr. Pedro Barceld, Dr. Carmine Cate-
nacci, Dr. Greg Anderson, and Dr. Sarah Forsdyke for kindly sharing their
work with me; and to Sarah again for a timely and most helpful loan of
an important work bearing on topics considered here that was not avail-
able to me.

Thanks also to Christopher Collins, Sarah Mann, and Mary Hashman
of the University of Michigan Press, who were always kind, patient, gen-
erous, cheerful, and extremely helpful during the process leading to the
book’s publication. May all their own endeavors be as trouble free as they
helped to make this one for me. The referees for this book offered many
helpful suggestions and sound guidance for revising the original manu-
script, and I thank them, too.

Several agathoi philoi have encouraged me in this work and offered in-
valuable help all along the way. The pioneering work of Frank Frost on
the subject of Peisistratid tyranny has illuminated many dark halls in the



X ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

historical tradition about the tyrants. His researches and publications have
been indispensable. I thank him, too, for sharing some of his unpublished
work with me. Kurt Raaflaub offered beneficial guidance at an early stage
of the work, and I am very grateful for this and, in particular, his com-
ments on a portion of what has become this book. One of the boni, Larry
Tritle, provided encouragement for the work and very helpful comments
on a part of this book. A. J. Podlecki was a constant source of inspiration
and encouragement, first embarking me on the study of Athenian tyrants
and then sustaining my efforts with good counsel and advice. Good
friends and outstanding scholars. I thank them all. As usual, all errors that
remain in this work are entirely my own.

Finally, I offer sincerest thanks to those who helped me through some
pretty rough patches over the past several years. Catherine Mardikes is a
redoubtable friend:she has lent her assistance to many aspects of the proj-
ect. Thanks, Cathy. Annice Kelly, a person of understanding, bestowed on
me the benefit of her wit and practical wisdom through many of the
later stages of the project, and I am most grateful to her.

Roseann Kerby, Bernadette Lynch, and Bill Lavelle and their spouses
have all offered timely, practical, intellectual, loving, and, for that matter,
every other kind of support for their brother. I stand in awe of their char-
itable capacities and will remain deeply and eternally grateful to them.
Last, my children, Trevor, Leah, Kieran, and Sean, have enabled this work:
without their presence, their love, their patience and enthusiasm, and their
unstinting kindness and understanding, it would not have come into be-
ing. This work is also theirs. I couldn’t love them more than I do.



IL.

Contents

Introduction 1

I.

2.
3.
4.

Foreword 1

Sources 9

Method 13

Democratic Tyranny 1§

The Path to Fame
The Early Life and Career of Peisistratos 17

I.

Introduction 17

2. Pylians and Neleidai 18

A. Testimony and Introduction 18

B. “Mycenaeans” in Eastern Attika 19

C. Political Advantages of the Neleid Myths 23
D. Conclusions 27

3. Family Background and Incipient Ambition 29

4. Peisistratos and the Megarian War 30

A. Background to the Peisistratan Phase of the War 30
1. The Stakes and Course of the War to the Late
Seventh Century B.C.E. 30
2. The Kylonian Episode, Its Results, and Their Significance
for the Megarian War 36
3. Solon and Salamis 45
B. Peisistratos’ War Leadership 46
C. Megala Erga (Great Deeds) 49



Xii CONTENTS

D. Nisaia 5§52

I.

2.

The Testimonies of Aineias Taktikos and Others — $2
Toward a Reconstruction from Context  $§6

E. Manipulation of Myth and the Megarian War 60

E Summary 064

III. Money, Persuasion, and Alliance
The Early Tyrannies of Peisistratos 66

1. Introduction 66

2. Peisistratos’ First Tyranny 67
A. Herodotos and the “Parties” of Attika 67

I.

SR

Introduction 67

The Solonian Factions 73

Solonian Context/Herodotean Conformance 76
Appearances and Realities in Herodotos 78

The Herodotean Context for the Parties 82

The Parties and the Deception of the Démos: Spliced
Strands of Explanation for the First Tyranny 83
The Herodotean Re-creation of Megakles’ Role

in the Events 87

B. Reconstruction of Events Leading to Peisistratos’ First Tyranny

C. Peisistratos’ First Tyranny: Its Nature and Functioning 90

I.
2.

3.

The Early “Partnership” with Megakles 90

The Akropolis and the “Club-Bearers” (korunéphoroi) 92
Peisistratos’ Governance and the End of the First Entente
with Megakles 96

3. Peisistratos’ Second Tyranny 98

A. Introduction 98

B. Peisistratos and “Athena”: The Significance of the
Phye Pageant 99

C. Peisistratos and Megakles’ Daughter: A Father’s
Righteous Indignation 107

D. Summary 112

I.

2.

Herodotos and Megakles 112
Peisistratos’ Second Tyranny 114

IV. The Tide of Wealth and Power
Peisistratos” Exile, Return, and “Rooting” of the Tyranny 116

1. The Thracian Sojourn 116

89



Contents xiii

A. Introduction: The Strategy for Return 116
B. Rhaikélos 119
1. Location of the Peisistratid Settlement 119
2. The Settlement’s Nature and Functions 120
3. Peisistratos’ Role in the Thermaic Gulf: Oikistes, Condottiere,
or Stratégos? 121
4. Peisistratos’ Company at Rhaikélos 123
5. Summary 12§
C. The Strymon Enterprise 126
I. Introduction: Lures and Deterrents of the “Regions
around Pangaion” 126
2. Location of the Peisistratid Settlement 127
3. Peisistratos and the Mines of Pangaion 129
4. The Nature and Purpose of the Peisistradid Settlement on
the Strymon: The Examples of Histiaios and Aristagoras 131
5. Summary 133
2. The Palléné Campaign 134
A. Preliminaries: Eretria 134
1. Koisyra and the Eretrian Hippeis 134
2. Lygdamis and Deeds before Palleneé 136
B. Resources 139
1. The “Catalogue” of Allies 139
2. Peisistratos’ Chrémata and Its Uses 142
C. The Battle 143
1. Tactics Implied by Herodotos’ Account 143
2. Palléné in Fifth-Century Context: Problems at Source 146
3. Toward Reconstruction 149
D. Aftermath 150
1. The End of the Campaign 150
2. Exiles and Hostages? 1351
3. Summary 153

V. Summary 155
1. The Three Reins of the “Democratic” Tyrant 1535
A. Fame and Popularity 155§
B. Chrémata and Persuasion 157
C. Power Begetting Power 160
2. Reflections of the Sixth-Century Democratic
Prototype in Democratic Athens 162



=

Qmm|gOo

X1V CONTENTS

A. The Formula for Leadership 162
B. Patterns of Tyrannical Behavior among Early
Democratic Athenian Leaders 163

APPENDICES
The Site of the Attic Deme Philaidai 171

The Environment of Eastern Attika in the
Sixth Century B.C.E. 180

Prosopography 191

Peisistratos” Chronology 210

The Origins of the Herodotean Parties 219
The Site of Rhaikélos 222

Peisistratos and the Purification of Delos
Actions and Intentions 228

Sophokles and Herodotos on the Foundations of Tyranny

Oedipous Tyrannos 540—42 231

Notes 237

Bibliography 335

Index 355

Hlustrations following page 146





