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but he has certainly had to hear a great deal about it for a long, long time:
I hope he has not been disappointed. Last year William Turpin, in the
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or criticism at various stages of this project. David Chamberlain, John
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numerous corrections. His sensitivity to language has made my prose
somewhat less contorted and easier to read. My son, Paul, has also pro-
vided help in matters of style and a great deal of encouragement. My
daughter, Louise, has been my closest companion while I was working on
this project: she has tolerated my frequent absentmindedness with the
gentle irony that is typical of her nature. I am also grateful to Luigi and
Mariella Vignolo for following my progress and cheering me on from
afar. Finally, I thank my beloved parents, Paolo and Mariarosa Vignolo:
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