
abbots, 97

acclamations, 26, 28, 66, 72, 75n. 66, 145

Acts of the Apostles, 35, 112

Adalwald, king of the Lombards,

124–25, 134

adultery, 111

Aetius, Roman patrician, 147–48

Agila, king of the Visigoths, 75, 109n.

84

Agilulf, king of the Lombards, 118n. 4

Alaric II, king of the Visigoths, 29, 76

Breviary of, 9n. 32, 115n. 101, 140n.

85

anathema(s)

against Arianism, 28, 54n. 121, 66, 77

against Priscillianism, 43n. 61

against usurpers, 151–52, 185, 187

Anglo-Saxon England, 6, 9n. 34

Apostolic synod of Jerusalem, 35

Arianism

of Adalwald, king of the Lombards,

124–25

conversion of Catholics to, 54

and disputes with Catholicism, 32

of Germanic kings, 59

and Holy Spirit, 55

and innovations by Leovigild, 53–55,

101

and Jesus Christ, 53

at Lérida, 42n. 55

and penance, 102–3, 107

at Toledo III, 28, 65–68, 77, 100

See also Arians; bishops, Arian

Arians

and Catholics before Toledo III, 31n.

21, 60–61, 84, 87–88

and Catholics after Toledo III, 89,

100–107, 136

churches of, 31n. 21, 78, 105–6

clerics of, 74, 78, 105–6

and community in Mérida, 47–48, 90

and council at Rimini, 77

and council in 580, 47, 53, 55

and Reccared’s conversion, 30, 32,

60–62, 96, 106–7

as supported by Leovigild, 46

at Toledo III, 26–27, 28, 86

and trinitarian treatise, 54

and Witteric’s usurpation, 119

See also Arianism; bishops, Arian;

nobles, Visigothic

Aridius, bishop of Lyons, 127

Athanagild, king of the Visigoths, 29,

122

Augustine, Saint, 6, 134–35

Aurasius, bishop of Toledo, 138n. 76

Avars, 122n. 14

Aventius, bishop of Ecija, 139–42,

162–63, 165, 180–81

Baddo, queen of the Visigoths, 26–27

Baetica, xii map 1, 109, 129n. 47

Balthi, 30

baptism

of infants, 188

of Jews, 143

at Toledo IV, 153–54, 157–58, 160

See also conversion, forced

Basques, 31, 52, 121, 146–47

bishops

and church councils, 20

and divine judgment, 19
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bishops (continued)

duties of, in canons, 38

elections of (see elections, episcopal)

and ideals of consensus, 24

judicial roles of, 50–51

as legal advisors, 9

reverentia of, 49

and saints’ cults, 10

See also clerics; council(s) of the

church

bishops, Arian

con›icts of, with Catholics, 35

and conversion, 31n. 21

and Reccared, 60

rebellion of, 30

reordination of, 110

after Toledo III, 107

bishops, Iberian

absence of, from church councils,

179–80

and abuse of relics, 179

alliance of, with kingship, 21, 27, 32,

34, 59, 117, 174

attitudes of, at Toledo III, 45–46, 58,

72–75, 78, 87

attitudes of, toward ex-Arians, 104–7,

111

behavior of, at church councils,

167–68

as community leaders, 27, 33, 48–50,

56–57, 85

conciliar inexperience of, 44–45

con›icts of, with Arians, 35

death of, 38–41

in defense of kingdom, 184

and disorder, in sixth century, 31

duties of, de‹ned at Braga II, 43n. 61

and funerals, 40

and impurity, 112–13, 161–64, 179–80

judicial role of, 46

and Leovigild, 51

and loyalty oaths, 189

and neglect of church councils, 

166

and penitence, 103

and persecution of Jews, 154

royal appointment of, 112, 127

at Saragossa II, 110

and secular of‹cials

in 590s, 94–100

in later seventh century, 175n. 15,

183–85

at Toledo III, 78, 80–83, 88

at Toledo IV, 170–71

and Sisenand, 145, 148

and supervision of priests, 159–60

in Toledo III c. 18, 82–84

and Visigothic succession, 151

and Visigoths’ conversion, 64–68

See also clerics; council(s) of the

church

Braulio of Saragossa, 175

Brunhhild, queen of the Franks, 122,

126–28, 136

Bulgar, Visigothic noble, 119–21

Byzantines

emperors of, 8

expulsion of, from Iberia, 149

and Gundemar, 122

in›uence of, at Toledo III, 59, 63,

75n. 66

and invasion of Iberia, 29

and Leovigild, 62

and province in Iberia, 30, 60, 116n.

105, 129n. 47

and Sisebut, 122–23

and Swinthila, 133, 146, 158

canons

clerical ignorance of, 38–39, 41

and collections, 36, 44, 168

interpretation of, 8, 36

transmission of, 35

capital punishment

of Jews, 125

and oaths of loyalty, 2

prohibited to bishops, 182–83

at Toledo III, 80–81

at Toledo IV, 151

Carpetania, as province in 500s, 116n.

105, 121n. 13

celibacy, 103–5

central authority

in early medieval West, 17

in ‹fth-century Iberia, 29–30

in Roman Empire, 4
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in seventh-century Iberia, 3, 28

See also centralization

centralization

and attitude of bishops, 78, 94, 99,

116

and city of Toledo, 116–17, 176–77

and council of Narbonne, 98

and ideal consensus, 24

by Leovigild, 29–30, 51–53

and local interests, 88, 95, 186

and Reccared, 85

and Seville II, 131

by Sisebut, 143

and Toledo III, 60, 63, 71, 74–75, 81,

83

and Toledo IV, 160, 169–70

See also central authority

Chindaswinth, king of the Visigoths

anti-treason law of, 185, 186

and code of Recceswinth, 175n. 13

and law on penitence, 188n. 86

loyalty oath of, 1–3, 18, 189

Chronicon of Isidore, 132–33

church, universal, 6, 8, 34, 86

churches, 37–38, 40, 78

Cicilius, bishop of Mentesa, 127

cilicium, 102

circumcision, 154

Claudius, dux, 90–96, 101, 118

clerics

and canons of Toledo III, 71, 78

con›icts among, 41

and contact with laypeople, 97

deposing of, 44, 164, 170

and discipline, 37, 73–74

duties of, 38

education of, 13, 129–32, 135, 142,

149, 160, 166

impurity of, 161

incompetence of, 22, 25

marriage of, 161

in rebellions, 161, 184

and Roman law, 19

as royal advisors, 27, 115

and royal tax agents, 99

rules for, at Toledo IV, 150

and serving girls, 98

and Witteric, 119

See also bishops; priests

Clothar, king of the Franks, 122

Clovis, king of the Franks, 9n. 34, 51

Codex Emilianense, 108n. 78

Codex Euricianus, 115n. 101

Codex Revisus of Leovigild, 115n. 102

consensus

and church councils, 14, 19–20, 41,

108, 183

Toledo III, 27–28, 56–58, 59–88 pas-

sim

Toledo IV, 145–91 passim

Toledo VIII, 2–3

and coercion, 12, 24–25, 32–33

in episcopal elections, 112

ideals of, 3–4, 7–11, 13, 22–24

in 590s, 89–90, 94, 107, 114–17

and Isidore, 135

in later seventh century, 174, 177,

186, 189–91

and Sisebut, 124, 136

and Wamba, 184, 188

in Mérida in 588, 118

modern conceptions of, 11–12

and relics cult, 10–12

in 630s, 143

in Tarraconensis, 106, 110

Constantine, 19, 27, 71, 75n. 66

Constantinople, 59

Constantius, Byzantine commander, 122

conversion, forced

and attitude of Isidore, 134–35

and attitudes of Augustine and Greg-

ory the Great, 134–35

Catholic teaching on, 128

consequences of, 137–38, 143

as means for establishing consensus,

22

by Sisebut, 123–26, 136–37

at Toledo IV, 153–54, 166

Cordoba, 29

council(s) of the church

and Brunhild and Theuderic, 126

ceremonies at, 21, 59, 63, 109, 167–69

and consensus, 3–4, 173

corruption of justice at, 141, 143,

164–65

and diffusion of records, 191
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council(s) of the church (continued )

diocesan, 110–11

and divine judgment, 19

ecumenical

in Roman Empire, 36

and Toledo III, 27–28, 34, 57,

62–63, 71, 109

and enforcement of decisions, 19–20

general

de‹ned at Braga II, 43

de‹ned at Toledo IV, 166–67

in Iberia, 15, 16n. 59

in later seventh century, 25, 

174–75

Toledo III as, 57

Toledo IV as, 149

as legal tribunals, 17, 32

in Merovingian Gaul, 36–37

nature of, in early Middle Ages,

20–21

origins of, 35

prohibited by Arian kings, 75

provincial

attendance at, 142

call for, at Toledo III, 34

call for, at Toledo IV, 166

canons at, 37

in canonical collections, 36

and central authority, 169

and collaboration, 96–99

and consensus, 120

as de‹ned at Braga II, 43

as de‹ned at Toledo III, 77–79,

82–84, 129

as de‹ned at Toledo IV, 149, 167,

170–72

and ex-Arians, 105–7

in 590s, 89, 94, 107–13

in Iberia before 589, 16, 37–45

infrequency of, 25

and Isidore, 139

lack of records of, 108, 139n. 77,

178

in later seventh century, 178–83

and Seville II, 130–32

records of, 15. See also Hispana
rules for holding, 22

from 633 to 694, 25

speci‹c councils (see also the Index to

Conciliar Acta) 

Antioch (341), 111n. 89

Barcelona II (599), 108n. 78, 111–13

Bordeaux (383), 37n. 35

Braga I (561), 42–44, 157n. 58

Braga II (572), 42–44, 45, 84

Braga III (675), 44, 178n. 26

Carthage XVI (418), 37n. 35

Chalcedon (451), 28, 37n. 34, 66, 77

Chalon (603), 126n. 36

Constantinople I (381), 27, 37n. 34,

66, 70, 77

Constantinople II (553), 37n. 34, 60

Egara (614), 108n. 78, 110n. 86

Ephesus (431), 27, 37n. 34, 77

Gerona (517), 157n. 58

Huesca (598), 108n. 78, 110–11

Mérida (666), 178n. 26

Narbonne (589), 96–99, 108–9, 114

Nicaea (325), 27, 37n. 34, 66, 77,

111

Rimini (Arian; 359), 77

Saragossa I (380), 37n. 35

Saragossa II (590), 98–99, 105–8,

110

Saragossa III (691), 178n. 26

Seville I (590), 98–99, 108–10, 114,

130

Seville II (619), 129–32, 140

Seville III (c. 624), 139–42, 161, 

166

Tarragona (517), 38, 40

Toledo (Gundemar’s; 610), 121, 170

Toledo (pluriprovincial; 597), 108n.

78, 116–17

Toledo (possibly in 703), 16n. 57

Toledo I (397), 37n. 35, 111

Toledo II (527), 42, 116n. 105

Toledo III (589), 62, 65, 73, 75

anti-Jewish measures at, 136

bishops at, 59–88 passim

and canonical precedent, 34,

77–78

canons of, 31, 34, 59–88 passim

ceremony at, 27–28, 59–60, 63

on conversion of Arians, 64–68,

78, 86–87, 100
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disharmony at, 58, 67–68, 87–88,

117

and ex-Arians, 103

fourteenth centenary of, 29

as historical turning point, 26–35

ideals of consensus at, 33

and implementation of canons,

81–82

and inadequacy of measures, 94

on penance, 103

and provincial councils, 79,

82–84, 106, 108, 116, 178

Reccared at, 59–88 passim, 145

and royal power, 59–88 passim,

96

signatories of, 45

and unresolved questions, 85–88

and Visigoths’ conversion, 21,

64–68, 78

Toledo IV (633)

and anathemas against perjurors,

185–86

anti-Jewish measures at, 137,

153–56

canons of, 145–91 passim

on clerical impurity, 160–65, 180

and consensus, 21–25, 145–91

passim, 149, 174, 177

and ecclesiastic centralization,

176

on episcopal elections, 162–64

and implementation of program,

189–91

and liturgical diversity, 157–60,

172, 177–78, 181

Martianus’ appeal at, 141–42,

164–65

and rules for councils, 25, 166–72

and Sisenand, 145, 148

Toledo VI (638), 139–40

Toledo VIII (653), 1–4, 18, 25, 176,

185, 189

Toledo IX (655), 178

Toledo X (656), 178

Toledo XI (675), 178–79, 181–83

Toledo XII (681), 121n. 13, 176,

187–89

Toledo XVII (694), 189–90

Valencia (549), 39–41

count(s), 89–90, 95n. 22, 97, 101, 184.

See also of‹cials, royal

courts, episcopal, 19

Dagobert, king of the Franks, 147–48

de ‹sco barcinonensi, 98, 106

De natura rerum of Isidore, 132n. 59

Desiderius, bishop of Vienne, 126–28

divine judgment

acceptance of authority of, 11, 17–18

and church councils, 19, 84

and episcopal authority, 19, 182

and Jews, at Toledo IV, 154

in Mérida, 50, 56, 114

in Toledo IV c. 75, 150–52

diviners, 139, 161

divine sanctions

and baptized Jews, 138

and consensus, 13

as enforcement mechanisms, 3, 5, 17,

136–37

and episcopal authority, 22

against oath-breaking, 18, 186, 190

Donatism, 37n. 35, 135n. 68

duces (dux) 31, 89, 90–96, 184. See also
Claudius, dux; of‹cials, royal;

Paul, dux

Egica, king of the Visigoths, 175n. 8

elections, episcopal, 7–9, 111–13,

163–64, 170

Elegius, bishop of Egara, 119n. 10

Erwig, king of the Visigoths, 176,

187–88

Etymologies of Isidore, 132n. 59

Eulalia, Saint, 47–49, 55, 91–93

Euric, king of the Visigoths, 76, 115nn.

101–2

Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, 75

Eusebius, bishop of Tarragona, 127

excommunication

of bishops, 80–83, 175n. 8, 179, 

181

and canons of Toledo III, 70

and divine sanctions, 137

of judges, 80–83, 155

and liturgical diversity, 170
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Exemplar iudicii inter Martianum et
Aventium Episcopos, 139–40

exorcism, 10

Felix, bishop of Toledo, 176n. 19

Forum Iudicum. See Leges Visigoth-
orum

Franks

as ambassadors to Spain, 53

and Gundemar, 122

marriage negotiations with, 61

and Sisebut, 122

and Sisenand’s rebellion, 147–48

and support for rebels, 93, 96

as threat to Visigoths, 31

and victories of Leovigild, 52

See also Brunhild; Clothar; Dagobert;

Guntramn; Theuderic

Fredegar, 123, 147

freedmen, 175

Froga, count of Toledo, 138n. 76

Froia, Visigothic noble, 1, 4, 18

Fruisclus, bishop of Tortosa, 106, 

111

Fulgentius, bishop of Ecija, 141

Galicia, xii map 1, 41, 43, 108, 159

Gaul, 6, 9n. 34, 19, 23, 36–37, 51

Germanic kingdoms. See kingdoms,

Germanic

Goths. See Visigoths

Gregory I, Pope, 31, 46, 53n. 116, 115,

134–35, 157–58

Gregory of Tours, 6, 43, 53–54, 60–61,

101n. 43

Gundemar, king of the Visigoths,

119–22

Guntramn, king of the Franks, 61–62,

96

heresy (heresies)

Christian suspicions of, 18

in Galicia, 159

in later seventh century, 174

in local communities, 73–74

and provincial church councils, 37, 42

stereotypical representatives of, 50

at Toledo III, 69, 71, 85–87

See also Arianism; Arians; bishops,

Arian; Donatism; Pelagianism;

Priscillianism

Hermenegild, 29–30, 53, 109n. 84

Hispana
and canons of Toledo III, 63–64

compilation of, 15–16, 114

and council of Gundemar, 121n. 13

diffusion of, 191n. 95

and exclusion of councils, 108, 139

in later seventh century, 175, 178

Historia Gothorum of Isidore, 121,

133–34, 146–47

Historia Wambae of Julian of Toledo,

176, 184–86

Holy Spirit

in Arian theology, 53, 55

in Catholic theology, 56

at church councils, 7, 27, 35, 41, 60,

75

and individual bishops, 57, 180, 182

and Masona, 49, 55–56

at Seville III, 141

and Tarra, 104

at Toledo III, 62–63, 72

at Toledo IV, 173

at Toledo VIII, 2–4, 186

homosexuality, 174

Huns, 148

Iberia, Islamic, 23, 25

idolatry, 31, 79–82

incest, 99

infanticide, 31, 79–81

Insultatio vilis storici in tyrannidem
Galliae, 185n. 68

Isidore, bishop of Seville

conciliar ideology of, 114, 139, 143–44

consensus ideals of, 120

and diffusion of works, 191

and ecclesiastic centralization, 176

on Gundemar, 121

kingship ideals of, 151–52

as leader of cultural renewal, 13,

123–24

on Leovigild, 52, 115n. 102

and Martianus, 140–42, 161

as patron saint of internet, 124n. 23
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as pre-eminent bishop, 170

on Reccared, 94

at Seville II, 129–32

and Sisebut, 128, 132–36

on Swinthila, 146–48

at Toledo IV, 148–49, 163, 172–73

Isidorian Renaissance, 123, 132

Italy, 9n. 34

Iudicium in tyrannorum per‹dia pro-
mulgatum, 185nn. 70–73, 186n. 74

Jesus Christ

and acclamations at Toledo III, 72 

in anti-Jewish laws, 126

in Arian theology, 53

and disciples, in Matthew, 7–8

in episcopal elections, 112

in homily at Toledo III, 86–87

and Masona, 55

Jews

attempt to enslave, 177

and baptism, 143

in canons, in later seventh century,

174, 189–90

in canons, at Toledo III, 79

in canons, at Toledo IV, 153–56

communities of, in Iberia, 190

and converts in Toledo, 138n. 76

forced conversion of, 125–26, 132,

134–35

laws against, 118n. 3, 122, 128

in Narbonne, 109

and public oaths (placiti), 189

relations of, with Christians, 25,

136–38

suspicions against, 107, 136

See also Judaism

John of Biclar

and centralization, 31

on Claudius, dux, 93

at Council of Toledo in 597, 116

on Leovigild, 51–54

on persecution by Arians, 100–101

on Reccared, 71, 115

on Toledo III, 27, 59

on usurpation conspiracy of 589, 32

Judaism, 18, 25, 126. See also Jews

judges, secular

in canon, at Seville I, 98

in canons, at Toledo III, 80–83, 88–89

in canons, at Toledo IV, 155n. 48

collaboration of, with bishops,

94–100, 171, 175n. 15, 183–85

at Masona’s hearing, 47–49, 56

See also of‹cials, royal

Julian, bishop of Toledo, 170, 176,

184–86, 187–88

Julian, bishop of Tortosa, 106

Justinian, 8n. 27, 37n. 34, 123n. 22

kingdom, Visigothic

in Aquitaine, 30, 51

conquest of, by Muslims, 23, 190

diversity of, 22, 25, 186

and ideals of consensus, 3–4, 12

and persecution of Jews, 153n. 37

in sixth century, 51

at Toledo III, 86–87

at Toledo IV, 149

and Wamba’s law, 184

kingdoms, Germanic, 4, 9

kings, Germanic, 9, 19, 59

kingship, Visigothic

and alliance with episcopate, 21, 27,

32, 34, 59, 117, 174

and con›ict with Baetica, 109

and permission for holding councils,

178–79

and problems under Witteric, 120

in sixth century, 29

successes of, in 620s, 148

and Toledo IV c. 75, 150–52

weakness of, in 633, 146

See also succession, Visigothic

law(s)

anti-Jewish, 118n. 3, 122, 128, 136–37,

189

of Chindaswinth, 1–2, 76n. 70

and codi‹cation, 13

and consensus, 13, 120

and divine sanctions, 136–37

enforcement of, 3, 5, 25

Germanic, 9n. 33, 18, 76n. 70

holy authority of, 17

of Leovigild, 52
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law(s) (continued )

personality of, 9n. 33, 76n. 70

of Reccared, 99–100, 114–15, 118n. 3,

122, 128

of Recceswinth, 76n. 70, 175–77

Roman, 8–9, 18–19, 130–32, 141

of Sisebut, 118n. 3, 122, 136–37

territoriality of, 76, 88, 115

of Wamba, 183–84, 186–87, 189

See also Alaric II; Codex Euricianus;
Codex Revisus of Leovigild;

Euric; Leges Visigothorum;
Theodosian Code

Leander, bishop of Seville

anti-Arian treatise of, 54

on Arians, 101

and centralization, 31

and council in Toledo (597), 117

death of, 119–20

and Hermenegild, 53

and letter to Gregory I, 157–58

and Seville I, 109–10, 130–31

and Toledo III, 26–27, 33, 59–60,

85–87

Leges Visigothorum, 76n. 70, 115n. 102,

140n. 85

LV 1.2.2, 175n. 15

LV 1.2.3, 175n. 15

LV 1.2.5, 175n. 15

LV 1.2.6, 175n. 15

LV 2.1.8, 1n. 1

LV 2.1.24, 175n. 15

LV 3.5.2, 99n. 37

LV 9.2.8, 183, 184nn. 61–66

LV 12.1.2, 99n. 35

LV 12.2–3, 174n. 3

See also law(s)

legislation. See law(s)

Leo I, Pope, 43n. 61

Leocadia, Saint, basilica of, 27, 31

Leovigild, king of the Visigoths

and ascension, 29

Byzantine in›uences on, 50

and Catholics, 56–57

centralizing efforts of, 51–53

coins of, 52

dynastic aspirations of, 119

law code of, 76, 115

and Masona, 47–48

religious policies of, 52–55, 101

and support for Arians, 74, 90

Lex Romana Visigothorum. See Alaric

II, Breviary of

Liber Ordinem, 14n. 50

liturgy

compilation of, 13–14

diversity of, 149, 156–60, 181

royal, 151–52, 170, 176

uniformity of, 22, 25, 37

Liuva I, king of the Visigoths, 29–30

Liuva II, king of the Visigoths, 118–19,

147

Lusitania, xii map 1, 46

Mark, Gospel of, 55

marriage, 99

Martianus, bishop of Ecija, 139–43,

161–64, 180–81

Martin, bishop of Braga, 43–45, 57, 84,

111

Masona, bishop of Mérida

at council in Toledo (597), 116

death of, 119–20

and freeing of Vagrila, 118

individual power of, 113

and provincial councils, 107–8

rebellion against, in 588, 90–96, 102–3

and struggle with Arians, 46–51, 55–56

Matthew, Gospel of, 7, 55

miracle(s), 10–12, 46, 50, 91

monasteries

and church councils, 20

establishment of, 78n. 79

Jewish children in, 154

and laypeople, 97

in Lusitania, 104

neglect of, by bishops, 170

and Wamba, 187

Montanus, bishop of Toledo, 42

mos canonicus
implementation of, 77

in later seventh century, 177

and Reccared’s laws, 88, 100

at Toledo III, 68–71, 76, 79–81, 84, 

94

at Toledo IV, 148
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Moses, 131n. 51

municipal of‹ces, 99

Muslims, 23, 25

Narbonensis, xii map 1

under Gundemar, 122

rebellions in, 96–97, 159, 184–86

ritual diversity in, 159

at Toledo III, 80

Nepopis, bishop of Mérida, 74n. 65

nobles, Visigothic

conversion of, to Catholicism, 57

factionalism of, 25, 29, 32, 71

and hereditary succession, 119

loyalty oaths of, 189–90

and Reccared, 60–61, 96–97

and Swinthila, 147–48

and Wamba, 187

See also Bulgar; Froia; Vagrila; Visi-

goths
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conversion of, 26, 57, 101

death of, 120, 146

index 211

index.qxd  10/20/00 12:16 PM  Page 211



Reccared (continued )

in 590s, 94

and Gregory the Great, 115n. 103

as hereditary successor, 30

laws of, 99–100, 114–16, 118n. 3, 122
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Reconquista, 28

relics

of Arians, 105–6

cult of, 10–12, 14

misuse of, 179

reverentia, 49–50
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