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Preface

This project began in September 1997 as a session of the twenty-first
annual conference of the German Studies Association in Washington,
D.C. Organized by Christhard Hoffmann, then DAAD Visiting Professor
at the History Department of the University of California, Berkeley, the
session brought together German and American scholars specializing in
the history of antisemitic violence in modern Germany. Since then, the
essays have been significantly revised, and new contributions have been
added. The result is the first comprehensive work on antisemitic violence
in modern Germany.

The majority of the authors either are or have been affiliated with the
Zentrum fiir Antisemitismusforschung (Center for Research on Anti-
semitism) of the Technical University of Berlin. The Center has supported
a great deal of the research for this volume, especially as part of the pio-
neering research project Antisemitism in German Popular Culture,
1815-1850, directed by Herbert A. Strauss, and as part of its ongoing
research concentrations on the sociological theory of pogroms. We wish to
thank the Center for providing the funds for the translation of those articles
originally written in German. Miriamne Fields translated most of these
contributions, and Christine Kulke (University of California, Berkeley)
and Dirk Moses (University of Sydney) translated or edited individual arti-
cles. We would also like to thank Elisabeth Lindner of the Center’s staff,
who proofread parts of the manuscript and arranged for the illustrations.

We would like to express our gratitude to Geoff Eley for considering
the manuscript as part of the Michigan series Social History, Popular Cul-
ture, and Politics in Germany and to the two anonymous readers at the
University of Michigan Press for their helpful suggestions. Finally, we
thank Liz Suhay of the University of Michigan Press for her work and
encouragement, and Nancy Trotic for her careful copyediting, which
significantly improved the final manuscript.






