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To Michigan’s conservation 
and environmental heroes 
past and present, who have 
often fought alone and 
always against enormous 
odds to protect Michigan’s 
majesty in a future they will 
not live to see.
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Foreword

ichigan has a long and proud history of conservation. The country’s

second national park was established in Michigan. We were leaders

in banning PCBs and DDT. We took the lead in protecting the future of our

tremendous Great Lakes resources.

The people of Michigan adopted bond proposals to increase recreational

opportunity and spent their hard-earned dollars to clean up the state’s waters

and lands in 1968 and 1988. The people of Michigan also amended the state’s

constitution to protect the heritage of the Natural Resources Trust Fund in

1984 and adopted the “bottle bill” in 1976.

Michigan citizens have always held natural resources and outdoor recre-

ation among their highest priorities. And they are willing to make—and

indeed insist on making—sacri‹ces to improve and protect their environment.

We must be concerned about what our landscape will look like in the

future and the opportunities it will provide to future generations of our citi-

zens. That means all our citizens—whether they live on farms, in rural areas,

or in our cities.

One of my great regrets is that despite extraordinary efforts by organiza-

tions like the Michigan United Conservation Clubs and the Farm Bureau, by

Attorney General Frank Kelley, and by members of my own administration,

we were never able to achieve legislative adoption of laws to give proper incen-

tives and tools to allow local units of government to properly manage growth.

While there have been exemplary initiatives at the local level—like the

remarkable achievement on Old Mission Peninsula in Grand Traverse County

to preserve the character of that area—state government simply has not done

enough.

Recently, I have been reading a good deal on the subject of land use and

more speci‹cally about the trends here in Michigan. I ran across one absolutely

stunning statistic. A report by the Michigan Society of Planning Of‹cials pre-

dicts that if things do not change here in Michigan, in less than 25 years we

will increase our state’s population by a little over one million people. But the

land area that will be converted for residential and commercial use to serve

those one million new citizens will be equal to the amount of land that nine
million people lived on when I was governor in 1978.

M
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Our present system of land use decision making is not good for the envi-

ronment; it is not good for our economy; it is not good for urban centers; it

is not good for farmers; it is not good for hunters, ‹shers, and other outdoor

enthusiasts; it is not good for industry; it is not good for taxpayers. Indeed,

the only groups that bene‹t from the present system are those who speculate

in land and whose pro‹ts are derived at the expense of the general public.

Sprawl is a plague on the land.

In recent years, it has become almost unpopular to talk about the quality

of life in our state. It is as if somehow dollars and development are now the

only measures of our state’s success. This is evident not only in the lack of

attention to natural resource matters but also in many other areas of govern-

ment decision making.

I believe that we should not measure human progress solely on the basis

of what we have built but also on what we have preserved and protected.

In recent years, I believe, we have begun to turn away from the great con-

servation legacy that so many have built before us.

The simple truth is that Michigan has always been and will always be a

“quality of life” state. The truth is that the quality of human life in Michigan

depends on nature. The natural beauty of Michigan is much more than a

source of pleasure and recreation. It shapes our values, molds our attitudes,

feeds our spirits.

In this volume, Dave Dempsey has sketched the story of how Michigan’s

leadership in protecting its natural heritage came to be. He illustrates the way

in which Michigan’s beauty shaped a matchless movement of citizens and

public of‹cials determined to protect that heritage. For more than one hun-

dred years, that movement has worked to build a legacy that is the envy of the

nation.

This is a remarkable work: Dave’s research is impressive, his writing is

lucid and eminently readable, and the message is like a clarion call. It is my

hope that Dave’s book will inspire others to carry on this conservation tradi-

tion and to assure the quality of life and beauty of landscape that we know in

Michigan far into the future.

William G. Milliken

August 2000

foreword 
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