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This book, and the multimedia health policy series of which it is a part, is pred-
icated on a central belief: That social policy is best understood through the jux-
taposition of positions, perspectives, ideas, and ideologies. These include the
political, organizational, institutional, social science, and historical. This natu-
rally produces a clash of perspectives among the social scientist, the bureaucrat,
the policy maker, the politician, the practitioner, and the consumer.

Our central purpose is to lay out those different views, articulated by the
best people we can find. Of course the editors have their own biases and pref-
erences. We have tried to put them aside and help our audience and readers
clarify and understand varying viewpoints. We are dedicated to raising stan-
dards for information and for judging “facts,” sometimes pointing out how
difficult it is to establish “ facts.” Often, positions and ideologies are based on
assumptions, and sometimes issues are so complex that is the best we can do.

Presented first as a symposium at the University of Michigan, this book
reflects that commitment to juxtaposition. How else can we understand the
dynamic and confounding context within which we discuss and build social
policy in American democracy?

Join us in exploring the complexities of formulating, legislating, imple-
menting, and evaluating health policy across a variety of current and pressing
national concerns.
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