
Why Is English Like That?114

Consonants

There are 24 consonant sounds in most English accents, conveyed by 21 letters 
of the regular English alphabet (sometimes in combination, e.g., ch and th). 

THE CONSONANTS OF ENGLISH

Sound Examples

/p/ pair, cup

/b/ bad, crab

/t/ tall, hit

/d/ dark, head

/k/ cab, lack

/g/ good, tag

/f/ fine, wife

/v/ very, above

/θ/ thing, both

/ð/ this, father

/s/ saw, house

/z/ zap, goes

/ʃ/ shape, push

// pleasure, beige

/h/ her, ahead

/x/ loch

/tʃ/ cherry, match

// judge, raj

/m/ man, team

/n/ nail, tan

/ŋ/ ring, singer

/l/ let, tall

/r/ right, scary

/w/ wet, away

/j/ you, soya


