
Preface

The lack of a standard undergraduate public choice textbook has forced
many public choice instructors to create a “readings” course that is developed
around a core set of academic articles and book chapters. Since most aca-
demic articles are written in such a way that only other scholars can under-
stand, it is a tedious and time-consuming process to find articles that speak
to the state of knowledge undergraduate economics majors have attained.
The purpose of this volume is to provide instructors with a ready-made set
of papers from which to build a course around. The volume is intended to
supplement, rather than replace, traditional lectures and hopefully generate a
basis for good classroom discussion.

The particular readings included in this volume represent my assessment
of the most interesting and accessible readings that have appeared on various
instructors’ syllabi. Students in my public choice courses have been required
to base their own papers on articles not found on my regular course listing of
assigned readings. Their searches have helped me to better gauge a reasonable
level of technical proficiency for them. Some of the papers included here were
first brought to my attention through this process.

The papers that follow in this volume represent a mix of overview (or sur-
vey) readings and extensions in both theoretical and empirical dimensions.
Papers are presented in their entirety. Inclusion therefore requires the infor-
mation to be comprehensible for a typical student having only a background
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in undergraduate intermediate theory courses and a preliminary knowledge
of basic statistical analysis. Theory pieces contain a minimal amount of no-
tation and are well explained. Empirical studies make use of only standard
regression techniques, but instructors may wish to familiarize their students
with rudimentary regression analysis to get the most out of some of these
readings. Even here, students should find they can read around the technical
details and still absorb the material. Thus, the focus of the empirical readings
is on what and how they test, rather than on statistical details.

Thus, while the papers represent a diverse view of topics and methodolo-
gies, the more technical nature of public choice has been specifically avoided.
Just as the study of economics has undergone a mathematics revolution, so
too has public choice. Cutting-edge theory often employs game-theoretic
modeling techniques, and much of social choice utilizes vector analysis and
number set theory. Empirical studies have become more econometrically ad-
vanced as well. These improvements are to be lauded and are important for
generating new insights not otherwise obtainable. Their exclusion here is not
meant to de-emphasize their importance but rather to ensure the volume is
comprehensible to the typical student in an undergraduate public choice
course.

Each section contains two or three papers on a related topic, so instructors
are able to pick and choose those that most closely represent their particular
interests. The survey pieces in particular will help students obtain a broad
overview of the topic, and instructors may wish to highlight individual sec-
tions and provide additional details in class. As an aid, each section contains
a brief descriptive introduction to the general theme and explains its impor-
tance and evolution. Questions are presented for each of the readings for stu-
dents to assess their degree of comprehension. Suggested additional readings
are presented at the end of each section, including slightly more technically
advanced ones that are listed separately.
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