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Dot and I were working on the final revisions for this book
when she became sick. She had surgery and chemotherapy,
good days and bad days, but she kept writing and thinking.
The ideas mattered to her so much. Her work over the last
thirty years has influenced many people and as a thinker
she continues to act in the world. But the person is gone.

She told me in the middle of this that people are what's
important. I have that phone conversation on a tape in my
head. I can hear her voice. She wanted this book to be dedi-
cated to her granddaughter Erica, and it is. But those of us
involved in producing it would also like to honor Dot, who
loved ideas and people both.

—Susan Lindee

DOROTHY NELKIN
1933–2003
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