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Influential Latino culture author tackles

his own dual upbringing
Award-winning author and television host Ilan Stavans

takes on Hispanic and Jewish culture
A Critic’s Journey
by Ilan Stavans
Cloth: 978-0-472-11706-2/ $60    Paper: 978-0-472-03382-9 / $24.95
Publication Date: December 2009
“Latin America's liveliest and boldest critic and most innovative cultural enthusiast.” 

· The Washington Post
“One of the most influential figures in Latino literature in the United States.” 
· The New York Times
“An intellectual force to reckon with.”
· The Philadelphia Inquirer
Ilan Stavans has been a lightning rod for cultural discussion and criticism his entire career. In his new book, he takes on his own Jewish and Hispanic upbringing with an autobiographical focus and his typical flair with words, exploring the relationship between the two cultures from his own and also from others’ experiences.

He has been hailed as a voice for Latino culture thanks to his Hispanic upbringing, but as a Jew and a Caucasian, he’s also an outsider to that culture — something that’s sharpened his perspective (and some of his critics’ swords). In this book, he looks at the creative process from that point of view, exploring everything from the translation of Don Quixote to the Hispanic anti-Semitism and the Holocaust in Latin America.

A Critic’s Journey is part of the Writers on Writing series. The University of Michigan Press is proud to present this new book in both cloth and paperback editions December 1.
For a cover image, author photo, author biography or more information, please see the press kit at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews with Ilan Stavans or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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