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New novel set in the 1967 Detroit race riots
Friendship, parenthood, discrimination, the delicate balance of race relations, one man’s struggle for freedom and meaning, all intertwine in new fiction based on inner-city Detroit’s dramatic history

Harry Levine, the owner of a wholesale shoe business in an inner-city Detroit neighborhood during the 1960s, has a front-row seat to the collapse of his city. Of course, like the rest of us, he can’t see the consequence of having landed in that particular seat. The middle class is heading to the suburbs; he’s not sure what he wants – to stay or go – and, in the meantime, the world decides for him. He’s a man who has spent most of his life putting his wants aside, and it takes the city he lives in bursting into flames – literally – for him to finally yearn for release.

Author Susan Messer’s Grand River and Joy, named after a landmark intersection in Detroit, follows Harry at the landmark intersection of his life and the history of his city. It’s a work of fiction set in a world that is anything but fictional, a novel about the intersections between races, classes and religions exploding in the long, hot summers of Detroit in the 1960s.
Harry’s problems mount: the neighborhood where his shop is located is decaying quickly, his upstairs tenant can barely pay the rent, the tenant’s teenaged son has furnished a lounge in Harry’s basement with drug paraphernalia and Black Panther literature, his youngest daughter is one of the last white children at her school, and much of his Jewish community is moving to the suburbs. And still, he waits and sees what will happen – lost in dutiful inertia, trying to read the signs.

The University of Michigan is proud to present Grand River and Joy, based on an award-winning short story by the author, as part of its spring catalog. For review copies or more information on the book or the author, contact Heather Newman (below). The book will be available in hardcover (ISBN 978-0-472-11699-7, $24.00, 240 pages) in July 2009.
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