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From poor to powerful
New book of essays by prominent women writers describes how their poor and working-class roots helped define who they are today
An Angle of Vision
Women Writers on Their Poor and Working-Class Roots
Edited by Lorraine M. López
Cloth: 978-0-472-07078-7/ $60    Paper: 978-0-472-05078-9/ $22.95
Publication Date: December 2009
They are a diverse group of stars, their writing coming from their own personal viewpoint, and in many ways they couldn’t be more different. But the women authors in An Angle of Vision all have one thing in common: they rose to their lofty heights from universally humble roots. From Sandra Cisneros to Joy Harjo, Judith Ortiz Cofer to Bich Minh Nguyen, they show where they came from and what it all means, and their different views of the same subject remind us all of how much we are different and yet how much we have in common.
Most have traveled a difficult road beyond their family circumstances, aided by educational opportunities that allowed their gifts to blossom. Some reflect the multiple roadblocks along the way: poverty, gender, ethnicity. Others describe what it’s like the first time you realize there is an upper class and you’re not in it, or their experiences mingling with their better-off neighbors in educational settings. All describe what it’s like to now be able to see life from both sides of the economic coin --- their own particular “angle of vision.”
An Angle of Vision will be available for $22.95 in paperback. For interviews with the editor, book cover art, an editor photo, an editor biography, author details or other information, please contact Heather Newman (below) or see the press kit at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. 
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