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After forty Years, a Definitive NEW Biography of one of the 20th Century’s Most ENLIGHTENED Leaders
Saving the World, Searching the Soul

HAMMARSKJÖLD
A Life
By Roger Lipsey
Hammarskjöld: A Life by Roger Lipsey offers an in-depth portrait of a world leader capable of dealing with global emergencies even as—perhaps because—he long pondered the eternal philosophical verities, learning how to live and work by them. 
In this thoroughly researched work Lipsey details the political challenges and personal crises faced by Dag Hammarskjöld, second Secretary-General of the United Nations (1953-1961), and confirms without question the once-famed diplomat's eminent place in mid-20th century history. Lipsey's previous works include a two-volume edition of the writings of Ananda K. Coomaraswamy and an accompanying biography, as well as a classic study, The Spiritual in Twentieth-Century Art, and the prize-winning Angelic Mistakes: The Art of Thomas Merton. 

Through some of the grimmest years of the Cold War Hammarskjöld led the UN with visionary guidance and a cool head, bringing to his position a clear understanding of the subtleties and brutalities of power relationships, masterful skill in multilateral diplomacy, and profound awareness of the endless yet predictable varieties of human behavior. His life in and out of the United Nations is given a detailed examination from his childhood in Sweden through his years as Secretary-General, bringing fully to life a man who, among much else, helped resolve the Suez Crisis, worked behind the scenes to defuse a threatening situation with then-international pariah Communist China, counted among his friends author John Steinbeck, and appointed the African-American Nobel Laureate Ralph Bunche to be his undersecretary for political affairs at a time when Bunche would have been refused service at most southern U.S. restaurants.
A man who gave thought to essential matters not only of this world but of the one beyond. 
Hammarskjöld practiced “engaged spirituality” before those words had any currency. Drawing discreetly on religious and ethical values as he met his enormous obligations from day to day, he increased the practical scope and intangible dignity of the United Nations. The institution acquired a fresh and realistic but profound voice—his voice. Its influence increased immeasurably. Always a brilliant student, Hammarskjöld took much from early Swedish mentors as skilled in illuminating the nature of faith as they were in describing the mechanisms of the world. As he progressed he found authors to whom he would turn over a lifetime (Blaise Pascal, Joseph Conrad, Henri Bergson) and religious sources that remained beacons for him—the Gospels and Psalms, Buddhist teachings, the Bhagavad Gita, early Chinese classics. He found as well the medieval Christian teachers—Thomas à Kempis, Meister Eckhart—who shaped some of his most central attitudes and aspirations. He had their writings with him as he traveled the world on sometimes outrageously tough diplomatic missions. 
From these and others Hammarskjöld drew the precepts by which he did his best—it was a powerful “best”—to live and act. Writing at intervals of his spiritual journey, he confided his struggles and thoughts to a private journal, published after his untimely death as Markings. An immediate international best-seller and now regarded as a spiritual classic, the book was controversial in his native Sweden when first published; its religious perspective was in dramatic contrast to the country’s increasingly secular culture. It is a memoir like no other by a 20th-century political leader. He describes the fears, dreams, desires, and insights that came to him both as the world’s senior diplomat and as a private seeker. He examines the nature of service, of guidance, of solitude. He recounts the ways through which he learned to deal with instability—his own and the world's. It is, he said, his “white book of negotiations with himself—and with God.” (It remains uncertain whether Hammarskjöld was gay, straight, or asexual but this often-lonely man's most essential relationship was clearly with his work. Lipsey’s chapter on this topic is the most thorough exploration it has received.)
Not long before he undertook his final major mission as Secretary-General, the last of repeated efforts to bring order to the murderous chaos that overtook the former Belgian Congo during its post-colonial collapse, Hammarskjöld returned in his journal to his core truth: that existence is meaningful through an examined life of self-surrender and service. He practiced intently what he did not preach: he chose only rarely to reveal the depth of ethical concern, prayer, and self-scrutiny that gave him the strength, as he expressed it, to "preserve the silence within, amid all the noise." He pressed ahead in the Congo and at UN headquarters on what must have seemed at times the most maddening of tasks until the day he died in a still mysterious plane crash en route to a meeting in central Africa, late summer 1961. (A new inquiry into the crash has been convened on the basis of the investigations of author Susan Williams.)
In this beautifully written account of a remarkable life, Lipsey notes that Hammarskjold's "wisdom and methods, and focused verve in the face of difficulty, offer crucial guidance and inspiration for our time." His was a sort of leadership which the world has seen little of lately. Hammarskjöld: A Life returns him to our time, where his example and inspiration can be such a help. 
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Learn more about Roger Lipsey and his book at www.dag-hammarskjold.com, a unique online resource exploring Hammarskjöld's political wisdom and now offering community pages and other features.

