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New book describes a mother’s struggle

to raise a son with severe autism
Honest, touching account paints the realities of life with a nearly silent child
The Accidental Teacher
Life Lessons from My Silent Son
by Annie Lubliner Lehmann
Cloth: 978-0-472-07074-9 / $40    Paper: 978-0-472-05074-1 / $16.95
Publication Date: July 2009
Annie Lehmann’s son Jonah was born with severe autism, leaving him sometimes speechless and unresponsive, and leaving her determined to do something about it. Over the years, the family tried numerous methods to help Jonah, most of which ended in disappointment. But as Lehmann writes in The Accidental Teacher, that journey became a path of self-discovery for the family, paved with both frustrations and triumphs.

“Jonah turned 25 last fall, and when I look at him I can’t help wondering if the past years weren’t some heaven-directed scheme meant to humble us and teach us the value of acceptance,” Lehmann wrote in a recent New York Times article. “Understanding that we couldn’t change him had changed us.”

The Accidental Teacher is full of kitchen-table wisdom, comfort for those who have faced major life challenges, and understanding of autism for those who have (and have not) experienced it first-hand. The University of Michigan Press is proud to present this new book in both cloth and paperback editions July 1.
For a cover image, author photo, author biography or more information, please see the press kit at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews with Annie Lehmann or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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