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New book focuses on poetry and its place in our lives
Thoughts on craft from the man Legal Affairs called the most important lawyer-poet of our era
The Game Changed: Essays and Other Prose
By Lawrence Joseph
Cloth 978-0-472-07161-6 / $65.00
Paper 978-0-472-05161-8 / $24.95
Also available as an e-book.

Publication Date: November 2011
The Game Changed: Essays and Other Prose presents works by prominent poet and lawyer Lawrence Joseph that focus not only on poetry and poetics, but also on what it is to be a poet in our time. Joseph takes the reader through the practice and aesthetics of modernism and postmodernism, a lineage that includes Wallace Stevens, William Carlos Williams, and Gertrude Stein, switching critical tracks to major European poets like Eugenio Montale and Hans Magnus Enzensberger, to American poets of great singular talent like Weldon Kees, James Schuyler, and Hayden Carruth, and back to contemporary masters like Marie Ponsot, Adrienne Rich, and Marilyn Hacker. 
Always discerning, especially on issues of identity, subjectivity, form, and the pressures of history and politics, Joseph also places his own poetry within its critical contexts, presenting several biographical narratives of his life in Detroit, where he was born and raised, and in New York City, where he has lived in downtown Manhattan for 30 years. These pieces also portray Joseph’s Lebanese and Syrian and Catholic heritages and his 35 years of professional life as a lawyer, distinguished law professor, and legal scholar.
“Like Henry Adams, Joseph seems to be writing ahead of actual events, and that makes him one of the scariest writers I know.”
—David Kirby, The New York Times Book Review
For a full press kit, visit www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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