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Leading Latino poet pens new volume of essays
Pulitzer Prize finalist Martín Espada celebrates the poet as citizen and activist 
The Lover of a Subversive Is Also a Subversive
Essays and Commentaries

By Martín Espada
Cloth: 978-0-472-07147-0 / $75
Paper: 978-0-472-05147-2 / $28.95
Publication Date: October 2010
This collection of essays on poetry and politics comes from the man the New York Times predicted would become “the Latino poet of his generation” and whom Sandra Cisneros called “the Pablo Neruda of North American authors.”

Martín Espada defends what Walt Whitman called, “the rights of them the others are down upon.” He invokes the spirit of poet-advocates such as Whitman and Edgar Lee Masters to explore his own history as a poet and tenant lawyer in Boston’s Latino community. He celebrates the poets of Puerto Rico, imprisoned for espousing the cause of independence, and the poets of the Bronx, writing bilingual poems in the voices of the dead.

Espada writes of forgotten places and reminds us of the poet’s responsibility to remember, as Pablo Neruda remembers the anonymous builders of Machu Picchu or Sterling Brown remembers the slave uprising of Nat Turner. He argues that poets should embrace the role of Shelley’s “unacknowledged legislator” in their work as writers and in their lives as citizens. He challenges the conventional wisdom that poetry and politics are mutually exclusive, and agrees with Adrian Mitchell’s dictum that, “most people ignore most poetry because most poetry ignores most people.”

Martín Espada has published seventeen books in all as a poet, editor, and translator. He is a Pulitzer Prize finalist, an American Book Award winner, and a Guggenheim Fellowship recipient. For a cover image, author biography, author photo, interior photos, or more information, find a full press kit online at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits . For author interviews, contact Heather Newman (below).
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