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Author of The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas

Jerry Dennis’s powerful and insightful new book explores winter in Great Lakes 
country. Grounded by a knee injury, Dennis learns to live at a slower pace 
while staying in houses ranging from a log cabin on Lake Superior’s Keweenaw 
Peninsula to a luxurious mansion on the northern shore of Lake Michigan. 
While walking on beaches and exploring nearby woods and villages, he muses 
on the nature of time, weather, waves, agates, books, words for snow and ice, our 
complex relationship with nature, and much more. 

“The Windward Shore is a beautifully written and elegiac memoir of outdoor 
discovery. Highly recommended!”
  —Douglas Brinkley, author of The Wilderness Warrior:  
    Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for America

“Elegant and sad at the same time, The Windward Shore is a love song for the Great 
Lakes and a gentle call to action to save them.”
  —Maude Barlow, author of Blue Covenant: The Global Water  
    Crisis and the Coming Battle for the Right to Water 

“A truly wonderful read by a favorite author.”
  —Dave Richey Outdoors 

“Every once in awhile, communities are blessed with a voice—someone who can 
describe the simple and extraordinary, who can define the connection between 
people and place. Jerry Dennis is just such a voice for northern Michigan.” 
  —Harbor Light Newspaper

“Part poem, part philosophical discourse, part memoir, a handy dose of scientific 
observation . . . the reader is taken on a sprawling stroll, back and forth—ice and 
snow and life—as ideas pop and grow and find form in fine, pellucid prose.”
  —Northern Express
 

“As in the best American nature writing—a tradition that Dennis knows well—
here the place and the explorer come together in brilliant conversation.” 
  —Scott Russell Sanders, author of A Conservationist Manifesto

jerry dennis is the author of numerous books on the Great Lakes. His work 
has appeared in the New York Times, Smithsonian, Audubon, National Geographic 
Traveler, and Gray’s Sporting Journal. 
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