Biography of Karen Chilton, author of Hazel Scott:
Karen Chilton is a New York-based actor and writer.  A native of Chicago’s South Side, Ms. Chilton received her Business degree from Bradley University. She has extensive musical training from The Chicago Conservatory of Music in classical piano and has studied abroad as an America Field Service (AFS) international exchange student in the Dominican Republic. Other areas of intensive study include jazz history and dramatic writing.

Ms. Chilton recently completed her second work of literary nonfiction to critical acclaim, entitled Hazel Scott: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Cafe Society to Hollywood to HUAC (University of Michigan Press).  Jazz Times wrote: “Perhaps the highest compliment one can pay to this fine biography is that during the first 150 pages the reader is wondering why Scott isn’t better known, at least in the jazz world. But by the story’s end in 1981 with Scott’s death . . . the same reader knows exactly why, but is still likely to be singing her praises as a true trailblazer in African-American culture.”

Chilton was awarded a month-long writer’s residency at the Millay Colony for the Arts to support her work on the book. She is also the co-author of I Wish You Love, the jazz memoir of legendary vocalist, Gloria Lynne (St. Martin's Press/Feb 2000).  The autobiography was a critical success, receiving an outstanding review from the industry journal, Publishers Weekly:  “Full of gossip, exclamation and vernacular, it’s a book that demands to be read out loud.  This is a moving tribute to the crucible of Harlem jazz.” 

Ms. Chilton’s acting credits include the New York stage, episodic television, and principal roles in numerous independent films. Most recently, she  appears in a supporting role in the indie feature Inside a Change, directed by Rik Cordero (winner of the Best Film Award at the 2009 HBO Latino Film Festival) and director Tze Chun's short film Silver Sling.
Her performance in the award-winning independent film, Half Nelson, directed by Ryan Fleck and starring Ryan Gosling, garnered outstanding reviews in the U.S. and abroad. “Karen Chilton projects limitless compassion and depth . . .” wrote INDIEwire. Critic Andrew Sarris wrote in The New York Observer: “The key to the direction of all the performances is tactful restraint and nuanced modulation. This applies to . . . Karen Chilton.”

She was also a principal in the short film version of that feature, entitled Gowanus, Brooklyn, winner of the 2004 Sundance Film Festival Short Film Jury Prize. For her lead role in the film short, Struggle, she received New York Magazine’s “First Run Film Festival” Craft Award for Acting. The film is based on the 1970s police interrogation of black civil rights activist, Assata Shakur; it was also screened at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival and has won numerous awards.  She will appear in the upcoming feature It's Kind of a Funny Story (Focus), scheduled for a 2011 release.

Her dramatic works for the stage include a solo performance piece, Saying Grace, directed by director/choreographer Ken Roberson which was performed in the 2003 Women of Color Theater Festival at New York’s landmark theater, Henry Street Settlement.  Her full-length stage play, Convergence, is the winner of the 2004 New Professional Theatre Writers Festival.

She is also an accomplished voiceover artist and narrator. Her voice can be heard on numerous national network television and radio ad campaigns. She has narrated dozens of audiobooks, including C. Vivian Stringer’s Standing Tall (Random House), listed as one of the Publishers' Weekly “Best Audiobooks of 2008” and I’ve Got a Home In Glory Land (Farrar, Straus and Giroux) by Karolyn Smardz Frost, for which she received an Audiofile Golden Earphones Award. Most recently, she performed the narration for the audiobook version of Hazel Scott. “This performance invokes the memories of smoked-filled jazz clubs and the Hollywood glam of the era . . . Chilton's inspiring historical biography of an American entertainer and her ability to capture the period make this presentation a winner,” wrote AudioFile Magazine.

Ms. Chilton’s affiliations include membership in the Screen Actors Guild, Actors Equity Association, the American Federation of Television & Radio Artists, The Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) and The Toni Morrison Society.  
