Biography of Kazim Ali, author of Orange Alert:
Kazim Ali’s books include two volumes of poetry, The Fortieth Day (BOA Editions) and The Far Mosque (Alice James Books), two novels, Quinn’s Passage (blazeVox books) and The Disappearance of Seth (Etruscan Press), and the trans-genre memoir Bright Felon: Autobiography and Cities (Wesleyan University Press). A second trans-genre volume of essays, lyric prose and memoir is forthcoming in 2011 from Tupelo Press. 
Kazim Ali was born in the United Kingdom to parents of Indian descent and was raised in Canada, India and the United States. He attended the University at Albany, receiving a BA and an MA in English, and later attended New York University, receiving an MFA in Creative Writing. 
In addition to creative writing, he studied dance and visual art at NYU. After moving upstate to the Mid-Hudson Valley, he danced with the Cocoon Theatre Modern Dance Company. He has also worked with choreographer Susan Osberg.

In addition to his creative work, Kazim worked for four years as a social change organizer and lobbyist. During this time he served on the Board of Trustees of New York State’s Higher Education Services Corporation and on the state board of Citizen Action of New York. He is a yoga practitioner and has taught yoga at Moksha School in Rhinebeck, N.Y., East End Garden Studio in Beacon, N.Y., and currently teaches at the Solaluna Yoga Center in Oberlin, Ohio.
He has taught writing and literature at various schools including The Culinary Institute of America, Shippensburg University and, currently, at Oberlin College. He is also a member of the core MFA faculty of the University of Southern Maine’s Stonecoast MFA program. He’s also taught in various summer programs, including the Kundiman Retreat for Asian American Poets, the Frost Place Festival of Poetry, and in the summer of 2010, the Squaw Valley Community of Writers.
His work has been published in various national journals including jubilat, Barrow Street, The American Poetry Review, Best American Poetry 2007, Hayden’s Ferry Review, Colorado Review and Bridges: a Journal of Jewish Feminist Literature. 
