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Widely traveled poet contemplates our corner of the world
Meena Alexander looks at her own life and others’ works to figure out what it means to be a poet in America’s many cultures and in the broader melting pot of the world
Poetics of Dislocation
by Meena Alexander
Cloth: 978-0-472-07076-3/ $65    Paper: 978-0-472-05076-5 / $24.95
Publication Date: December 2009
Meena Alexander is, all by herself, a poet who represents America’s mix of cultures and backgrounds. She was born in Allahabad, India, and grew up in India and Sudan. She moved to England to study at age 18, and now works in New York. Along the way, she studied and did research at universities ranging from the University of Khartoum to the Sorbonne, from Brown to Columbia, from Kerala University to the National University of Singapore.
In her new book, she looks at the creative process: both her own and that of other writers. She discusses what it means to come to America as an adult to write poetry, and her place (and that of others) in the collection of cultures in this country.

Alexander’s autobiography Fault Lines was chosen by Publisher’s Weekly as one of the best books of 1993, and she’s written six books of poetry, two novels and two academic studies. She’s received grants and accolades from foundations ranging from Guggenheim to Fulbright to Rockefeller.
Poetics of Dislocation is part of the award-winning Poets on Poetry series. The University of Michigan Press is proud to present this new book in cloth and paperback editions December 1.
For a cover image, author photo, author biography or more information, please see the press kit at www.press.umich.edu/mediakits. For interviews with Meena Alexander or a review copy of the book, please contact Heather Newman (below).
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